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Happy Retirement 
Mrs. Knight!

 

Mrs. Knight has worked at THS since she
graduated from college. She currently teaches
Intro. to and Adv. Entrepreneurship, and Office
User Specialist. She has been a leader in Career
and Technical Education (CTE), advised FBLA and
ran the THS Cafe. She said how great it was to
experience many technological advancements
during her years of teaching. 
 
Her advice to the class of 2020 is, "Use your
talents and hard work to go after what you want;
however, remember to be kind, gracious, and
humble - nobody owes you anything..."

 

 

GOOD TEACHERS ARE THE REASON ORDINARY STUDENTS DO

 EXTRAORDINARY THINGS.    WE WISH YOU THE BEST IN YOUR NEW CHAPTER!
 

"I will miss the people! Being involved with my
students and fellow staff members has been
instrumental in energizing me for all these
years." In her newly found free time she plans
to take some time to relax, rejuvinate, and
spend time with family and friends.  She
would also like to travel around the country
and pursue her love for scrapbooking and
card making. She will miss the 'homey' feel of
the school, and the relationships she builds
with her students and staff members. 

Once a T-Bird, always a T-Bird! 38 Years!
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by: Jianna Wiedenmeyer



Tumwater Seniors: Then and Now 
By Artur Tarabichi

We asked THS seniors to send in pictures from their freshman and senior 
years to compare! Here are some of the submissions!

Cassie Mullin and Sabrina Mossor Tyler Lince

Emma Cavendish Arianna Kee

Jaidyn Carpenter Lilah Keenan



Josie Graham and Avalie Wilder Hayley Gibbs

Nina Torfin Isaac Morgan

Owen Hopkins Drake Davis

We will miss you seniors! 



Strength in the Era of Pandemic

Kacey Mack is one of the many students graduating from Tumwater High School this year. She has been a 
student in the Tumwater School District her entire life. When it was reported that schools would be closing 
for the remainder of the year, Kacey’s early feelings weren’t that bad. “My initial reaction was more excited 
that ‘Hey, I never have to do this dumb high school homework again, I don’t have to see the teachers I 
didn’t get along with; [don’t] have to be around other aquaintences.’” However, Kacey experienced a sort 
of turning point when she realized all the things she would be missing out on as a class of 2020 graduate. 

It’s important to take a moment to think about those who have  missed out on so much this 
school year. More specifically, the class of 2020. How have those that were beginning 
their homestretch to graduation been processing their lack of traditional recognition? 

by Betty Benson & Ashlea Renschler

During a time when everyone has been thrown into the unknown, it’s important to 
realize that although we are all experiencing challenges, major growth is taking place 
as well. We’ve had to learn how to overcome and make the best of our struggles, 
and our graduating class is a great example of individuals pursuing optimism.

A “Class of 2020” Perspective

 “I started really getting down about how I wasn’t going to be 
able to have any of the end-of-the-school-year fun Senior stuff 
that we get to do. I didn’t go to Homecoming and I realized 
that I don’t even get a last dance so that was interesting. And 
I was really upset about not being able to have my last tennis 

season either.”
Kacey has had to overcome the disappointment that she felt about 
the school year ending the way that it did. Her ability to adapt to 
celebrating graduation in a non-traditional way shows great strength 
of character, as well as growth in the process of entering adulthood.

Cameron Collins has been a student in the 
Tumwater School District since preschool, 

 “This cancellation brought a lot of let down for me. But it’s taught 
me that sometimes things just don’t turn out how you planned 
them, and that’s no ones fault. Because this is something that 

all the way up through 12th grade. During his time at Tumwater High 
School, Cameron was an active member of the Leadership as well as 
Renaissance programs. Similar to many others, Cameron was excited 
for some time off, of course, that was when school was still scheduled to 
reopen in late April. He said that “When they fully cancelled I was really 
heartbroken cause of how long myself and all my friends worked to 
walk across the stage together.” Cameron has found comfort in multiple 
things. Hanging out with his friends and teaching himself new skills 
such as cooking have helped him cope with these negative feelings.

can’t necessarily be controlled, why be upset about it at all? It has taught me to have that 
kind of outlook on everything around me, I’ve become a lot more accepting of stuff that 
happens because in the end, you can’t control destiny and it’ll all work out eventually ”



What Celebrities Have to Say to What Celebrities Have to Say to 
The Class of 2020The Class of 2020

by Sunshine Roach

Tom Hanks Selena Gomez

Oprah Awkwafina
“Making it is not 
always an easy 
thing to do. I 

was one of those 
students that was 

always kind of 
like-just barely 
making it. I think I took summer 
school, for gym. But it was nice 

because I got like a regular workout 
in. And I made mistakes. Just keep 

on truckin’, keep on goin’, movin’ to 
the moon. Do not microwave metal. 

Not even a tiny spoon.”

“I wish I could tell 
you I know the path 
forward. I don’t...
What I do know is 
that the same guts 

and imagination 
that got you to this moment, all those 

things are the very things that are 
going to sustain you through whatever 
is coming... It’s really ok to not have 
all the answers... Be the class that 

commenced a new way forward: the 
class of 2020. Bravo.”

“Congratulations to 
all the immigrads! 

[…] I want you 
guys to know that 
you matter... So, 

regardless of where 
your family is from, regardless of 
your immigration status, you have 
taken action to earn an education, 

to make your families proud, and to 
open us your worlds...  I hope that 

you guys are set off to be everything 
that you want to be.”

“Somewhere out 
of the fate of every 
high schooler, you 
guys were picked 
to graduate this 
year in the year 

2020... and also, congratulations for 
having gotten through these years of 
struggle, which will, I think, lead to 

ultimately, the triumph as you pursue 
your hearts’ desire. Follow those 

instincts... You made it. You did not 
give up. Good luck. Congratulations.”

There is a lot going on right now, but there is still a lot of hope. Here are a few 
messages from some of our favorite celebrities to the senior class of 2020. 



Dear THS STaff,

Your SeniorS
Love,

BY MaDDY SouTHworTH

“Thanks for being so 

open to work with 

hectic scheduling”
“Thanks for the 
support and the 

love XOXO”

“Mrs. Hall is the 
love of my life- 

Lorie”

"Thanks
 

for ev
erythi

ng !”
“Mr. Price, you’re really loud but really cool! Thanks for challenging me to get out of my comfort zone- Emily Briggs”

“Thank you for 
being there during my high school journey! I would never have made it to college without 

you.”
“Thank you, teachers. You are the best ever 
for guiding us, For inspiring us, and for making us what we are today.”

“High school is a time when we are growing, changing, and figuring out who we are; you are some of the biggest influences on how 
we develop as people, and you take that responsibility with grace and passion and you help mold us into who we are and who we will become. So thank you to the role models we didn’t know 

we needed. For everything.”

“Thank you to the teachers 
who helped me when I had 

questions and who helped me 
through things relating to 
school and to my personal 

life.”

“Thank you for helping 
me grow this year as a 
student and a person!”

"I really want to be 
able to hug all of you”

"My teachers are awesome”

“I miss your guys’ 
classes and the 

interaction”



W

Washington State University
• Popular Majors: Business, 

Management, Marketing, Engineering, 
Social Sciences, Health Professions, 
and Psychology

• Average GPA Admitted: 3.3
• Average ACT Scores: 20-26
• Average SAT Scores: 1125 

Washington College 
Statistics

University of Washington
• Popular Majors: Business, 

Marketing, Biological/Biomedical 
Sciences, Engineering, and 
Computer Sciences

• Average GPA Admitted: 3.86-3.92
• Average ACT Scores: 27-33
• Average SAT Scores: 1120-1440

Western Washington University
• Popular Majors: Business, 

Management, Social Sciences, 
Interdisciplinary Studies, 
Conservation, and Education

• Average GPA Admitted: 3.42
• Average ACT Scores: 22-29
• Average SAT Scores: 1080-1280

Central Washington University
• Popular Majors: Education, Business, 

Marketing, Computer/Information 
Sciences, Social Sciences, and 
Psychology

• Average GPA Admitted: 3.2
• Average ACT Scores: 17-23
• Average SAT Scores: 930-1130

Gonzaga University
• Popular Majors: Business, Marketing, 

Social Sciences, Engineering, 
Biological/Biomedical Sciences, and 
Psychology

• Average GPA Admitted: 3.73
• Average ACT Scores: 26-30
• Average SAT Scores: 1180-1350 

Evergreen State College
• Popular Majors: Liberal Arts, 

Liberal Sciences, Liberal Studies, 
Biological Sciences, and  Physical 
Sciences 

• Average GPA Admitted: 3.1
• Average ACT Scores: 19-27
• Average SAT Scores: 960-1190 

by Brianna Crites



First Generation 
College Students

For many people, college represents so much more than the next step in education. Not 
everyone who wants to go to college gets the opportunity to do so. When a student is the first 
in their family to go to college, it is a momentous occasion, not just for the student, but for 
their entire family. This year, these students will not be able to celebrate in the way they have 
been planning for years. They will not have the experience they have been looking forward to. 

Graduating senior LC Tibbetts 
will be the first in her family 
to go to college. She will be 
attending Central Washington 
University to study either 

Elementary Education or Early 
Childhood Education. For LC, going 

to college is a, "new chapter in [her] life and [she 
is] very excited to see where this takes [her]." 
Her family is very excited for her, but the party 
her mom was planning may not be as big as she 
had planned due to social distancing rules. She is 
also disappointed that her college experience may 
be delayed by another online semester.

• Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship Program--$5000
• Cynthia E. Morgan Memorial Scholarship--$1000
• Fontana Transport Inc. Scholars Program--$5000
• HEEF Architecture and Engineering Scholarships--$3000
• University of Colorado Boulder First Generation Grant--$8000
• University of Chicago Odyssey Scholarships--amount varies

Are you going to be the first 
student in your family to go 
to college? Here are some 
scholarship opportunities 
that are available to you!

Diana Campos will be attending 
the University of Portland in 
the fall to study Technology 
Operations and Management 
and Economics with a minor 
in Spanish. She is looking 
forward to, “gaining credibility as 
an educated individual.” Her family is excited, 
proud, and nervous for Diana, and they know she is 
going to do great things. ” Her final statement was 
this: “To all of the underclassmen who are first 
gen: it’s not impossible, work hard and have high 
expectations for yourselves; the social sacrifices 
will relieve themselves when the scholarships 
start rolling in.” 

by Brianna Crites



“I am joining the United States Army. I’m preparing by getting my body ready for the PT test by doing push ups, 
sit ups, and other workouts like that. However, I feel like mentally I’m already prepared, so no worries there. I 
joined the military because I knew I didn’t want to go to college right after high school but I knew I wanted to 
do something good and something I could go with for a while, and eventually I could go to college and not have 
to worry about student loans. Another reason I joined was because my grandpa was in the military so I wanted 
to follow his legacy. My goals are to become very successful and stay in the military for as many years as I can. 
I’m pretty excited and I’m ready to get out of here and go experience different parts of the state and the world.” 
-Nina Torfin

“I am joining the Air Force. I am preparing for it by talking to people [who] were in the Air Force that have 
experience, and educating myself on different jobs. I feel it’s my duty as an American to serve my country, and 
it’s a good opportunity to travel the world while having a job. My goals are to get training and work in a job I 
enjoy, and then pursue that career once I return to civilian life. I also come from a military family; my father 
was in the Air Force, and my grandfather was in the Army. I’m excited to move on with my life, but I am also 
scared.” -Wyatt Heath 

“I’m joining the Navy and I’m preparing by losing weight with a fitness app, and it’s going about as well as 
you’d expect. I joined the Navy because I always felt at peace on the water like it was my zen zone and my 
uncle Kodiak was in the Navy before he was in the Army, so I guess he influenced my decision. My ultimate 
goal would be to become a Navy SEAL and become the best of the best. I have mixed feelings about the Navy 
because I feel like it will be the best experience I’ll have, but I’ll have to leave home and everything that’s here. 
I technically don’t have a military family, however, I do have a few family members on both sides [who served], 
but I am the first to join the military in a long time.” -Sam Mayo

Due to the current circumstances,  we were unable to get commentary from all the students joining the military. Due to the current circumstances,  we were unable to get commentary from all the students joining the military. 
Regardless, we still want to thank and recognize them all : Jacob Krueger, Tyler Lince, Zachary Carre, Andrew Hamilton, Regardless, we still want to thank and recognize them all : Jacob Krueger, Tyler Lince, Zachary Carre, Andrew Hamilton, 

Emily West,  Rhyce Ketter, Julia Morgan, Christian Paz Bojorquez, Drake Davis, Akeem Walker, and Liam Kerr. Emily West,  Rhyce Ketter, Julia Morgan, Christian Paz Bojorquez, Drake Davis, Akeem Walker, and Liam Kerr. 

Military SpotlightMilitary Spotlight
by Samira and Nina Torfinby Samira and Nina Torfin

“I will be joining the Navy. To prepare, I’ve been practicing and participating in many workout regimens, as well 
as mentally challenging myself with difficult tasks. I decided to join because I have a passion for mentally and 
physically challenging myself, and becoming a Navy Seal will do just that. My biggest goal will be to succeed, to 
grow my faith in God, and to enjoy [all of it] it in the process. I feel blessed and excited to have this opportunity 
to serve our country. I don’t necessarily come from a military family, however, both my grandfathers served in 
the military.” -Austin St. Louis

“I am up in the air right now about my branch. It seems I need to work harder to join the military. Originally 
I was joining the Navy. I am now looking to join firefighting until I can join. Then I plan on going into damage 
control for the Navy.  The military has [been] something I never looked into and honestly I should have been 
trying for all of high school. I will indeed join the Navy though when I am in good shape and when I pass 
through MEPS. I am nervous about any new experience but as long as I work hard to achieve my goal I will be 
there. It’s been hard, as I have little-to-no self-control, but I look forward to working my butt off to work out and 
eat healthy to get there and show everyone that it’s possible.” -Kelly Summers



Lilah Keenan will be attending the University of New Haven 
in West Haven, Connecticut. She plans to study forensic science 

after discovering her passion for science and her desire to help 
people. Crime scenes have always intrigued her so she finds this 

field to be the “perfect fit”. Lilah chose this school because of the 
high ranked forensic science program, good enivronment, and 

the overall size of the school (around 6,000 students). She has also 
received a decent amount of scholarship money which has helped 
cover the fees of the school. Lilah can’t wait to pursue what she is

 passionate about, take classes that follow her interests, meet new people, 
and overall receive a good education from their “stellar” academic program.

Kiersten Tarter will be going 
to Arizona State University 

located in Tempe, Arizona, and 
will be majoring in biochemistry 

in hopes to become a pediatric 
dentist. Despite the school 

being over 1300 miles away and 
not knowing anyone already 

attending, Kiersten is looking 
forward to a “change in scenery” and being 

independent. When she went to visit the campus, 
she fell in love with the weather, openness, and 

community of the school. She says, “Arizona has 
some of the prettiest views”. 

The vet-program at the University of Hawaii-Hilo is what 
ultimately led Jaidyn Carpenter to decide to attend. She 

plans to study Agriculture with a Pre-veterinary specialty. The 
university has a unique program that allows students to get a lot 

of hands-on experience. Since she can remember, Jaidyn has 
always wanted to become a veterinarian and she has been able 

to work at a vet clinic which has solidified her future plans. Hilo 
is a small town with a tight knit community, so she is excited to 

be a part of Hawaii life. Her university is also one of the most diverse colleges in 
America so Jaidyn is looking forward to meeting people from all over the world!

Seniors Across the Country
Angelina Jones will be attending American University in 
Washington D.C. this fall. She intends to major in International 
Studies because she has always had a passion for community 
service, foreign language, and government. Her mom has a 
college degree which she got online, so Angelina will be one 
of the first legitimate college students in her family. American 
University has everything Angelina wants: a good location, 
exposure to a future career in foreign policy, and an overall great 
atmosphere. She is hoping to one day study abroad and give back from 
any service activities she stumbles upon.

As long as it’s in person, Brandon Huyck will be attending 
the College of William and Mary this fall, which is located in 
Williamsburg, Virginia. He is planning to major in Mathematics 
and Economics, while also minoring in Political Science. He says 
math has always been his favorite subject and he has always felt 
drawn towards business and politics. Although Brandon had the 
option of two other schools, the College of William and Mary 
was where he felt like he belonged. He says it’s a school with 
a variety of people with the same “intellectual and passionate 
values” as him. Moving across the country is scary, but he knows this is the 
right decision for him to become a better person, both academically and socially. 

Located in Waco, Texas, Ellie Bocksch 
will be attending Baylor University 
in the fall. Whether it’s babysitting, 
coaching, or tutoring, Ellie loves 
being arounds kids which is why she 
is planning on majoring in Elementary 
Education. She has a lot of relatives 
that are teachers so she thinks it “runs 
in their blood” Baylor University met her “Big 4” 
requirements: “unapologetically” Christain, having her 
teaching program, a warm climate, and a strong sense of 
community. Ellie is excited about meeting new people, 
taking classes she is passionate about, and attending all 
of the sporting events!

by Josie Grimm





The Class of 2020:
Senior Statistics

21st

According to USNews, 

Washington state ranks

in 2020 for 

best high 

school education in 

the USA.

At Tumwater High School,
seniors will graduate 
from the class of 2020.291

40% of THS 
seniors are off 
to college 

in the fall (2-4 

years).

6 seniors 
maintained

a 4.0 GPA 
during their four 

years of high 
school.

COMMUNITY LEADERS
Cameron Collins       (624 hrs)

Tara Wonsor            (590 hrs)

Stephen Walker       (428 hrs)

Diana Campos                                        (412 hrs)

Skylar Agnish            (400 hrs)

The 2020 school year has been unlike 
any other. While practically everyone 
has been majorly affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this year’s seniors 
sadly lost out on an amazing last year 
with countless irreplacable memories.

This year, students 
only spent around 

of the normal 
school year 

in a typical, public setting. 
Many schools in Washington 
closed on March 13 and students 
began learning digitally.

by Ella Jimenez

57%



Quarantine 2020
How the Class of 2020 Seniors have 
been spending their time this spring

by Betty Benson & Ashlea Renschler

“The horizon 
leans forward, 

offering you 
spaces to place 

new steps of 
change.”

- Maya Angelou



Teacher Memories: Class of 2020

Mrs. Ferris teaches freshman English and junior AP 
language. She says “One memory from this year is that 

Noah Albanese would sometimes practice his cello in 
Mr. Hudson’s room during CORE. It was so great to his 

music through the walls. One of my best memories from 
last year was Hailey Crawford’s great Grapes of Wrath 

project. She turned it into a large painting that now 
hangs outside my classroom.” Mrs. Ferris says she will 

miss many from the class of 2020.

Mrs. Landowski, the choir teacher shares her most memorable 
moment of the graduating class, “It was the choir’s December 

concert in 2018. Chantz was with Noteables which meant a 
costume change in the choir room before he was to be back 
on stage with the men’s choir. That group was singing two 
songs and I was so busy I didn’t even notice that Chantz 

had not made it to his spot during the first song. After the 
applause died down from the first song but before the second 

he came RUNNING across the stage and into his spot in 
the front row. Then Chantz swatted himself on the neck to 

uproarious laughter. It was a highlight of the concert and the 

Ms. Schaake, teaches sophomore English. Her favorite 
memory was her “6th period class that year, reading Lord 

of the Flies!” Students all volunteered to read different 
parts enthusiastically and it made the book 10 times more 

enjoyable. Jacob Zimmerman in particular did a high 
pitched “Piggy” voice that had us all laughing and eager 
to keep reading. I don’t think I’ll get a better whole class 

reading experience than what those students volunteered 
to do. So fun!” 

Some Tumwater High School teachers reached out sharing their 
most memorable moments with the graduating class!



SENIOR ADVICE
 A few pieces of advice from our class of 2020 seniors 

to underclassmen for the 2020-2021 school year

“Don’t stand in the middle of the hallway,  
everyone hates it and it gets on everyone’s nerves”                           
- LC Tibbetts

“Don’t change yourself for other people. If they 
don’t wanna hangout with you, find someone better 
who will. Not everyone has to like you”
 - Kiana Fontaine

“Don’t worry about what other people are thinking, just 
do what makes you happy with the people you love. Trust 
me, you’ll regret it if you don’t” - Cameron Collins

“Move to Texas when you graduate and do your 
homework” - Edward Correll
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